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localauthorities.ltis an extension of existing Labour
policy to allow parents a greater say in how schools
are run. As it happens, one Tory education proposal
has been for precisely such co-operative schools, on
the Scandinavian system based on parents' ability
to claim from government the amount a child's edu-
cation would cost in an existing school.
What matters for parents is not who thought of

the idea first but whether the model is a means of
increasing the number of good schools. Frankly,
there are only limited numbers of parents able to
take over the running of schools; the co-op model
may, like city academies, work only in some areas.
But the crucial issue is whether it would liberate
some schools from the control of local authorities
and free up funding that would be spent on bureauc-
racy If Labour as well as the Tories have taken this
principle on board, well and good.
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Sponsored fitness
ADIDAS, one of the major Olympics backers, is
opening a £1 million chain of sponsored outdoor
gyms around London to helpchildren keep fit. It is
a positive move in the spirit of this paper's campaign
for a grassroots sporting legacy from 2012.Now,how
about the other sponsors?
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immune to all criticism. 'l'his is, no doubt, what
Victoria would most like to be. But it takes so
much more than clothes and hair, darling!

right tor everyone. The UI)!lldt,'l Anyonu
who misses out avoids meeting some truly
annoying people,

'l'ho otlll Ollt' IH 1111(Ipt IaIlIHIIc I'Hllltllltl', Ho f-IlIl'H
who's doing the first drop-off in our household?
Daddy, of course. Start as you mean to go on.
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the junction but the latest involves shaving the
corner off the park - more than 1,000 square
metres of Metropolitan Open Land - in order to
widen and straighten the lane turning into
.Dulwich Road. The plans were drawn up with
minimal consultation, and without offering
alternatives - even though pressure group
Friends of Brockwell Park has since got a
consultancy to devise an alternative to take half
the Parkland and deliver the same benefits.
The council's plans are expensive at around

£1million. They're ugly: the new junction swaps
trees for a large concrete traffic island. And the

The penpushers are stealing my park
sole benefit appears to be higher traffic speeds, at
a junction swarming with pedestrians.
I haven't spoken to anyone locally who is in

favour of this monstrosity. Indeed, more than 4,000
locals opposed planning permission and when
Lambeth referred it to the Secretary of State,
around 900objected. By this time it had become
political: local Labour Party members were
emailed.tellingthemtosupportthescheme.It
was no surprise that the minister, Hazel Blears,
rubber- stamped the decision last month.
London's neighbourhoods matter: in the end I

care more about my patch than about any city-wide
Mayoral scheme. Still, only one man can save us
now. The scheme is using Transport for London
funding. Boris Johnson has pledged to protect
London's green spaces. Come on, Boris - get on
your bike down to SE24 and stop the town hall
bureaucrats steamrollering our park.

A ROLLING splash of green in south London,
Brockwell Park is everything a local open space
should be: packed with children, footballers and
dog-walkers, picnicking, feeding the ducks,
hanging out. I must have walked up the hill with
the kids in tow on scooters hundreds of times; it's
a big local school route t60. But now Lambeth
council wants to chop a slice off. And the high-
handed way it's doing so sums up the frustration
of dealing with London town halls - as well as
how cheaply it values our green spaces.
The junction at the south-east corner of the park,

in Herne Hill, does get a bit jammed in rush hour
- although no worse than a dozen other places
nearby. More serious, it's unsafe for pedestrians:
there is no proper crossing on Norwood Road, the
busiest side of the junction, and you have to dash
across between light changes.
Lambeth has for years nursed plans to remodel

* +

~
'-


